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LOCAL IMPACT TAX BILL 


IRS dampens rush to 


AUSTIN360, D1 


THE YEAR 


IN WILLIE 


12 months of Austin’s 
favorite octogenarian 


IRS move follows local tax offices seeing flood of calls 
on trying to deduct 2018 property tax by prepaying. 


By Shonda Novak 
snovak@statesman.com 


A new federal tax law, coupled 
with the flu, hasn’t made for a 
merry holiday week for Bruce 
Elfant, Travis County’s tax asses- 
sor-collector. 

Elfant said hundreds of calls 


from property owners wanting 
to know if they can prepay their 
2018 property taxes, hoping to 
take advantage of a key deduc- 
tion before it goes away, forced 
him into work Wednesday — the 
first day out of the past six that 
he didn’t run a fever from the flu. 

Until late Wednesday afternoon, 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL TEXAS BOWL 


Elfant didn’t know the answer to 
the pressing question many peo- 
ple were calling about: whether 
the Internal Revenue Service will 
accept advance property tax pay- 
ments for 2018 as a tax deduc- 
tion for 2017. 

For taxpayers who itemize, the 
tax overhaul signed last week by 
President Donald Trump caps 
deductions for state and local 
income, sales and property taxes 
at a combined $10,000 when cal- 


Longhorns fans show spirit before bowl game in Houston 


HOOK’EM* 


Our home for coverage and 
analysis of Longhorns football. 


University of Texas fans Adele (from left), Tom, Jack (age 12) and 
Brooke (8) Deelman of Austin pose for a photo Wednesday before the 
Texas Longhorns’ game against the Missouri Tigers in the Texas Bowl 
at NRG Stadium in Houston. STEPHEN SPILLMAN / FOR AMERICAN-STATESMAN 
For coverage of Wednesday’s late Texas Bowl go to hookemplus.com. 


CONTINUING COVERAGE CLIMATE CHANGE 


France boosts UT biologist 


Climate change researcher, upset by Trump’s 
accord decision, wins grant to work in France. 


By Ralph K.M. Haurwitz 
rhaurwitz@statesman.com 


Camille Parmesan, a biologist 
at the University of Texas and 
the United Kingdom’s Plymouth 
University, has been studying the 
effects of climate change on plants 
and animals for years — a pur- 
suit fraught with highs and lows. 

An example of the former: She 
served for a time as lead author 
ona United Nations climate panel 
that shared the 2007 Nobel Peace 
Prize with former Vice President 
Al Gore, a recognition so thrill- 
ing that “it feels good, even if it’s 
1/2,000th of a Nobel Prize,” Par- 
mesan quipped at the time. 

Among the lows: President Don- 


UT’s Camille 
Parmesan says 
awards givea 
“osychological 
boost” to those 
in her field. 


ald Trump’s declaration in June 
that he would pull the United 
States out of the Paris climate 
accord, which aims to reduce 
emissions of carbon dioxide and 
other planet-warming greenhouse 
gases. 

Parmesan is now feeling great 
again: On Dec. 11, French President 
Emmanuel Macron awarded her 
and 17 other researchers grants to 
work in France for three to five 


years. Macron calls it his “Make 
Our Planet Great Again” initiative, 
a riff on Trump’s “Make America 
Great Again” campaign slogan. 
It felt “fantastic” to be chosen 
for the award, Parmesan told the 
American-Statesman by email. 
“As well as providing five years 
of good funding, it has provided an 
important psychological boost for 
those of us in the climate change 
field,” she said. “It’s so fabulous 
for the head of state of a major 
economic power to say that he 
won’t let Trump pulling out of 
the Paris accords derail forward 
momentum on climate change, 
and that supporting the science 


Biologist continued on A6 


SPORTS, C1 


HORNS GET 
BOOST WITH 
THE RETURN 
OF HOLMES 


prepay taxes 


culating federal tax liability. 

Across the country, many tax- 
payers — including Central Texans 
— were scrambling this week to 
prepay their 2018 property taxes 
before the new cap kicks in Mon- 
day, hoping to save on their fed- 
eral taxes. 

That cap could make a big dif- 
ference for taxpayers in Texas, 
which has no state income tax 
and has higher property taxes 
than the national average. 


“We’ve taken about 500 prop- 
erty tax calls today,” Tiffany 
Seward, director of communi- 
cations for the Travis County 
Tax Office, said about midday 
Wednesday, although not all calls 
were about the deduction issue. 

Then, late Wednesday after- 
noon, the IRS issued a statement 
that indicates many taxpayers 
will not be able to take advantage 


Tax overhaul continued on A4 


STATESMAN IN-DEPTH GAMBLING INDUSTRY 


Don't bet on state 
getting to gamble 


Supreme Court may lift 
ban, but Texas leaders 
oppose sports betting. 


By Bob Sechler 
bsechler@statesman.com 


Texans are unlikely to be able to 
plunk down Super Bowl or Final 
Four wagers with legal neigh- 
borhood bookies for the foresee- 
able future, even though the U.S. 
Supreme Court could open the 
door for sports betting nationwide 
as early as this spring by overturn- 
ing the federal law that bans it in 
most states. 

Observers consider it a long shot 
that Gov. Greg Abbott or the Legis- 
lature would support legalization 
of sports betting in Texas if given 
the opportunity — despite a jack- 
pot, in terms of economic impact, 


LIFE EXPECTANCY 


that’s potentially large. 

A legal, regulated sports gam- 
bling market in Texas could boost 
the state’s economy by about $1.7 
billion annually and create more 
than 9,300 jobs, according toa study 
touted by the American Sports Bet- 
ting Coalition, a lobbying group. 

Critics counter that it also could 
bring negatives, such as a need for 
more social services to help peo- 
ple with gambling-related prob- 
lems, as well as increased govern- 
ment bureaucracy to oversee the 
industry. 

Regardless, it’s a debate that faces 
steep odds against getting off the 
ground in Texas — no matter how 
the Supreme Court ends up ruling 
in an ongoing challenge by New 
Jersey to the federal Professional 
and Amateur Sports Protection 


Gambling continued on A6 


Texas Attorney 
General Ken 
Paxton has 
takenahard 
line against 
sports betting, 
but supports 
lifting the 
federal ban, 
citing state’s 
rights. ERIC GAY / 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
2015 


Americans living shorter 
lives than peers globally 


Diverse reasons why 
we once led but now lag 
other wealthy nations. 


By Christopher Ingraham 
Washington Post 


American lives are shorter 
on average than those in other 
wealthy nations and the gap is 
growing ever wider, according 
to the latest data released by the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

As recently as 1979, the typ- 
ical American could expect to 
live roughly 1.5 years longer than 
the average resident of one of the 


other countries in the Organiza- 
tion for Economic Co-operation 
and Development — a group of 
35 wealthy, predominately West- 
ern nations. 

The typical American baby 
born in 1979 could expect to live 
about 73.9 years, while the typi- 
cal baby born in one of the other 
34 OECD countries would live 
roughly to age 72.3. 

But by 2015 that gap had flipped. 
The average American born that 
year could expect to live a little 
less than 79 years, while the typ- 
ical baby born in an OECD coun- 
try had an expected life span of 


Lifespan continued on A6 


TODAYS SUBSCRIBER BONUS 


==.  HOME&GARDEN EXTRA _ = 


A BONUS SECTION FOR OUR SUBSCRIBERS 


AN ADDITION BRINGS 
HOME OUT IN THE OPEN 


ONLY IN THE EPAPER 
Home & Garden Extra 
in today’s ePaper 


Find four pages of home and 
garden coverage only for 
Statesman subscribers at 
statesman.com/epaper. 


NATION & WORLD, A2 
Obama: Leaders need 
caution on social media 


Inhis first interview since leaving 
office, the former president 
answers questions posed to him 
by Britain’s Prince Harry. 


NATION & WORLD, A5 
Winter pummels U.S. 
with fierce cold, snow 


The city of Erie, Pa., has had more 
than 65 inches of snow since 
Christmas Eve, and temps are in 
single digits across central U.S. 
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